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Introduction to Senior Infants Worksheets

Introduction to
Senior Infants Worksheets

In the Teachers’ Book, the lessons on each topic 
contain suggesti ons for practi cal work to be 
carried out by the teacher with the pupils. The 
following worksheets are in additi on to this and 
are designed to be used by the pupils themselves 
aft er each of the eight species in the teachers’ 
handbook has been taught. They should be given 
to the pupils to work on and instructi ons about 
what to do on each one should be given by the 
teacher who should also show the pupils the 
pictures provided of each species.

Worksheets are given in the same order as the 
species in the handbook, although this is not 
necessarily the order in which they should be 
taught. Butt ercups and clover can be found 
in September and more easily in May and 
June. Holly has leaves all the year round and 
berries in winter. Spiders are most easily seen 
in September. These things need to be taken 
into considerati on. It is very important that the 
pupils be brought out into the school grounds to 
look for the plants and trees. It is not the same 
if the teacher brings in the plants. N.B. Clover 
and butt ercups grow and fl ower in un-mown 
secti ons of grass so get the caretaker to leave a 
secti on un-mown. There are two worksheets for 
each topic – twelve in all – and the worksheets 
are designed to be photocopied and handed out 
to the pupils.

Buttercup

White Clover

Holly

Rabbit

Swan

Spider
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Senior Infants Teacher Notes

Buttercup 1
Worksheet in three sections

Writi ng practi ce:
Pupils practi se writi ng the word  buttercup

Counti ng practi ce and lett er recogniti on:
Pupils count the number of diff erent lett ers in 
the word

Following instructi ons:
Pupils colour in only 4 of the 6 butt ercups 
drawn.

Classifi cati on:
Pupils identi fy the butt ercups from a group of 
fl owers and colour them in.

Buttercup 2
Worksheet in three sections 
(Do this when butt ercups are in fl ower) 

Writi ng and lett er recogniti on:
Pupils fi ll in the missing lett ers  buttercup

Fieldwork outdoors and manual dexterity:
Pupils fi nd butt ercups growing outside in an 
un-mown area of school fi eld.  Each child 
collects one and sti cks it in to the space 
provided. A butt ercup should have 5 petals.

Accurate drawing:
Pupils should be encouraged to do an accurate 
drawing, with the correct number of petals.

Clover 1
Worksheet in three sections

Practi sing writi ng:   white clover

Counti ng and recognising lett ers: How many 
lett ers in the two words – white clover ?

Observati onal skills:
Pupils connect each bee to each clover with 
a line.

Accurate drawing:
Pupils complete the drawing of the clover as 
accurately as they can. They then colour it in.

Clover 2:
Worksheet in three sections

Species recogniti on:
Pupils recognise the clover leaves among 
the other leaves drawn. They will already 
have been drawing the plant on the Clover 1 
worksheet.  

Counti ng practi ce:
Pupils are asked to count the leafl ets – 3 to a 
leaf – not the number of leaves.

Fieldwork:
Clover plants should be found in an un-mown 
secti on.

Holly 1
Worksheet in three sections

Writi ng practi ce:
Write the word holly twice. 

Counti ng practi ce:
How many berries?

Colouring accurately:
Pupils colour in the holly and berries.

EXTRA OPTION
Field work, if possible (using a blank sheet 
provided by the teacher):
Pupils fi nd a holly tree and do a bark rubbing 
with pencil

Holly 2:
Worksheet in three sections

Observati onal skills:
Lead the birds to the berries – draw lines from 
bird to berry.

Counti ng and observati onal skills:
Pupils count the number of prickles in each 
holly leaf and write each total below each leaf.

Knowledge and remembering lesson on holly 
taught by teacher:
Birds are thrush, blackbird, robin, swallow and 
heron. Only thrush and blackbird eat berries 
(robins, herons and swallows don’t).
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Rabbit 1
Worksheet in three sections

Knowledge test:
Rabbits live in a burrow (not in a nest or a web)

Logic skills:
Pupils fi nd the right string that leads the rabbit 
to its burrow.

Manual dexterity:
Pupils practi se colouring.

Rabbit 2:
Make-and-do worksheet

Manual dexterity, colouring and writi ng:
This worksheet, when folded in four, forms an 
Easter card. Pupils colour it in and write on the 
four secti ons, as indicated. They can colour in 
the border on each page too.

Swan 1
Worksheet in three sections

Writi ng practi ce:
Pupils practi se writi ng the word swan

Observati onal skills:
Spot the diff erence – three mute swans with 
s-shaped necks and one whooper swan with a 
straight neck and black-ti pped bill.

Drawing skills:
Pupils fi nish drawing the swan, then colour it in.

Swan 2
Worksheet in three sections

Scienti fi c knowledge:
Basic food chain – a swan only eats weeds in 
water and bread. It does not eat fi sh or ducks 
as it is a herbivore.

Manual dexterity:
Pupils cut out the swans and sti ck them in the 
picture provided – one in the air and one on 
the water.

Spider 1
Worksheet in three sections

Writi ng practi ce:
Pupils practi se writi ng the word spider

Logic skills:
Find a way through the maze to the centre.

Drawing skills:
Pupils carefully and accurately fi nish drawing 
the spider. (N.B. all legs are att ached to 
head secti on).

Spider 2
Worksheet in three sections

Observati onal skills:
Pupils join, with lines, the matching sets 
of spiders

Drawing skills:
Pupils join the dots and complete the 
spider’s web.

Manual dexterity:
Pupils cut out and paste fl ies into drawn web.
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Senior Infants Worksheets

Colour 4 of the buttercups.

Circle the buttercups.

b u t t e r c u p
Write ‘buttercup’.

How many ‘u’s? How many ‘ t ’s? How many ‘b’s?
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b u t t e r c u p

b _ t _ e r _ u p

Fill in the missing letters.

Finish the buttercup drawing.

Bring in a buttercup.

How many petals?

Stick on the buttercup.
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w h i t e  c l o v e r
Write ‘white clover’.

Finish the clover drawing.

Lead the bees to the clover.

1. How many letters in ‘white’?    

2. How many letters in ‘clover’?

3. How many letters altogether? 1. 2. 3.
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Circle the clover leaf.

Count the clover leaflets.

Find a clover flower with a leaf and stick it to the page.
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h o l l y    h o l l y
Write ‘holly’.

How many holly berries?

How many holly berries?

Colour the holly twig and berries.
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Lead the birds to the berries.

Count the prickles on the holly leaves.

Circle the birds that don’t eat berries.
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Lead the rabbit to its home by drawing a line.

Colour the rabbit.

Which string will lead the rabbit home? 
Put the number in the box.
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Make an Easter card. Write ‘Happy Easter’ on the front. Join the 
dots to finish drawing the Easter cake. Colour the card and fold it.

To

From

H a p p y 
E a s t e r
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Write ‘swan’.

s w a n    s w a n
Circle the odd one out.

Finish drawing the swan and then colour it in.
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Draw a line from the swan to its food.

Cut out these swans and stick them on to the picture above.
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Write ‘spider’.

s p i d e r
Help the spider find its way home.

Finish drawing the spider.
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Match these spiders by drawing a line between similar ones.

Help the spider finish its web by joining the dots.

Cut out the flies and stick them to the web.
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The Wild Things at School series has been developed to help engage 

primary school children and teachers with nature.  The original 

publicati on, Wild Things at School, a book for primary school teachers 

has been positi vely received by teachers all over Ireland and has 

proved to be a valuable teaching resource.  This new publicati on of 

Wild Things Worksheets is designed to accompany the teacher’s book 

providing material for use in the classroom.  Exercises are divided 

into class groups, from the simplest counti ng for junior infants to 

sti mulati ng debates and fi eld studies for the older children. 

The exercises have been created and developed by wildlife expert 

Éanna Ní Lamhna, who has many years experience visiti ng schools all 

over Ireland.  Christi ne Warner’s beauti ful illustrati ons were specially 

commissioned to enhance the learning experience on every page.  

Photographs of all the wild things are included on a DVD along with 

the worksheets and original teacher’s book.  The worksheets are 

available in Irish and are also on the DVD.

This publicati on is funded by the Heritage Council Heritage Plan fund, 

Monaghan County Council Heritage Offi  ce and Meath County Council 

Heritage Offi  ce.  

The publicati on design is by Connie Scanlon and James Fraher 

at Bogfi re. Proof reading was undertaken by Graham Smith of 

Wordsmith. Irish translati on of the worksheets is by Máire Mhic 

Thaidhg. Pronsias Ó Donnghaile proofread the Irish version.  

Photographs are mainly from Eric Dempsey and Shirley Clerkin.

I hope that the producti on of these worksheets will assist teachers 

to deliver the Wild Things programme. Enormous thanks goes to 

those who have been involved with this project, parti cularly Eanna 

and Christi ne whose creati ve partnership has resulted in a fantasti c 

teaching resource.  It has been a labour of love for us all; a love for 

nature that we genuinely wish to pass on to its future custodians.  

We wish you luck with the Wild Things programme.

Shirley Clerkin

Heritage Offi  cer 

Monaghan County Council 

heritage@monaghancoco.ie

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements



Éanna Ní Lamhna

Éanna Ní Lamhna is best known for her environmental experti se as a 
broadcaster on the radio programme Mooney Goes Wild. Her Co. Louth 
accent gives her one of the most instantly recognisable voices on radio. 
Her ability to bring her subject to life is legendary and her no-nonsense 
approach to romanti c views about wildlife is well known.

She is fi rst and foremost a botanist with degrees in both botany and 
ecology from University College Dublin. Her interest in the environment 
has expanded with her work over the years, to include birds, mammals 
and in parti cular creepy-crawlies whose doings hold a parti cular 
fascinati on for her. Her ability to awaken enthusiasm for these creatures 
in her listeners is exemplifi ed by the remark made to her lately, 
“Whenever I see a spider I always think of you and put it outside instead 
of stamping on it.”

She began work in 1974 in the Biological Records Centre — in its fi rst 
incarnati on in An Foras Forbartha. She quickly realised that if she was to 
receive any biological records from the Irish public she would fi rst have 
to go and teach them about Irish wildlife. So began a career of teachers’ 
courses, radio programmes, lecturing at third level, fi eld trips with 
Secondary School pupils and most signifi cantly of all, visits to Primary 
Schools to teach the pupils and indeed the teachers there, about the 
wildlife around them.
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While she illustrates material on a wide variety of subjects, she specialises 
in science, having science degrees from University College Dublin 
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