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Introduction to Junior Infants Worksheets

Introduction to
Junior Infants Worksheets

In the Teachers’ Book, the lessons on each
Noinin Daisy topic contain suggestions for practical work to

be carried out by the teacher with the pupils.

The following worksheets are in addition to this

and are designed to be used by the children
Caisearbhan Dandelion themselves after each of the eight species in the

teachers’ handbook has been taught. They should

be given to the pupils to work on and instructions

about what to do on each one should be given by

Crann Cné Capaill Horse Chestnut the teacher who should also show the pictures of
each species provided.

Worksheets are given in the same order as the
. species in the handbook, although this is not
An Grainneog Hedgehog necessarily the order in which they should be
taught. Flowers can be found in September and
more easily in May and June, for instance, while
the horse chestnut has leaves in September and
An Spideog Robin conkers and then the branches are bare until
late March. These things need to be taken into
consideration. There are two worksheets for each
topic — twelve in all — and they are designed to be
Bo6inn Dé Ladybird photocopied and handed out to the pupils.
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Junior Infants Teacher Notes

Daisy 1

Worksheet in three sections

Writing practice:
Pupils practise writing the letter ‘d’.

Counting practice:
Pupils count the number of daisies and write
the total in the boxes.

Classification:
Pupils identify the daisies from a group of
flowers and colour them in.

Daisy 2
Worksheet in three sections
(Do this when daisies are in flower.)
Identification and counting:
Pupils identify and count the daisies in a picture

which also contains dandelions. The picture can
then be coloured in.

Fieldwork outdoors and manual dexterity:
Pupils find daisies growing outside on school
lawn. Each child collects two and sticks them in
to the spaces provided.

Writing practice:
Write the word dCIISY over the letters in
pale grey

Dandelion 1
Worksheet in three sections

Counting and recognising letters:

How many letters dindandelion
How many letters N in dandelion
Counting and following instructions:

Pupils colour two dandelions (out of a line-up
of 4 dandelions).

Recognising images:
Pupils find the dandelion in a line-up of flowers.

Dandelion 2

Worksheet in three sections

Fieldwork outdoors and manual dexterity:
Pupils find a dandelion leaf outdoors and stick
it in the designated space.

Counting and classifying:
Pupils identify and count the dandelions in a
picture which also contains daisies.

Observation skills:
Pupils find the odd one out in a line-up of
dandelions where one is slightly different.

Horse Chestnut 1
Worksheet in three sections

Recognition and colouring:
Pupils colour in the chestnut leaf and the
conker in its prickly shell.

Manual dexterity, make-and-do:

Pupils colour in the drawn leaf and then cut
it out. Teacher can make a “tree” in class and
stick on the leaves. If this is done in autumn
some of the leaves can be coloured brown.

Horse Chestnut 2
Worksheet in three sections

Recognition:
Pupils find and colour in the chestnut leaf (from
an array of three different leaves drawn).

Fieldwork and dexterity:

Find a chestnut leaf and stick it to the page

in the section allocated for this. Note that
chestnut leaves are large compound leaves with
seven leaflets. What is required here is that just
one of the leaflets is stuck to the page—a whole
leaf with seven leaflets would be too large.

Fieldwork:

Pupils make a bark rubbing of a chestnut trunk.
They put the page against a chestnut tree and
rub a crayon over the bank box—an image of
the tree texture will appear in the box.
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Hedgehog 1

Worksheet in three sections

Ladybird 1

Worksheet in three sections

Counting:
How many hedgehogs—from a line-up of four
hedgehogs?

Counting, Colouring

and following instructions:

Pupils colour two hedgehogs only, in a line-up
of five hedgehogs.

Visual and manual skills

and elementary food chain:

Pupils draw the line the hedgehog must take
through the maze to get to its food.

Counting and classification:

Pupils match the ladybirds. There are six in the
drawing—three with two spots and three with

seven spots. They can colour these ladybirds in
red with black spots.

Counting and manual dexterity:

Pupils complete the drawing of a ladybird by
joining the dots. They colour it red. Then they
cut out the spots and stick them to the picture
in the correct places.

Writing:
Pupils write the word |0dybll’d over the pale

Hedgehog 2

Worksheet in three sections

grey outline of the word.

Drawing skills:
Pupils finish the drawing of a hedgehog that
has been presented as an incomplete drawing.

Ladybird 2

Worksheet in two sections
with extra third option

They must then add the spines themselves.

Classification and association skills:

Lead the hedgehogs to the snails. Pupils should
draw lines to join one hedgehog to one snail

in a picture that has a group of hedgehogs and
snails.

Writing skills:
Pupils write out the word hedgehog over

Recognition and classification:
Pupils find the ladybirds in a picture that also
contains flowers, hedgehogs etc.

Counting and following directions:

Pupils colour only the two-spot ladybirds in a
group of ladybirds that contain a selection of
species.

EXTRA OPTION

the faint grey outline. .
Accurate Drawing (on a separate blank page

. supplied by the teacher):
Robin 1 Pupils draw a picture of a ladybird in the box
Make-and-do worksheet on the page provided — it should be an accurate
2- or 7-spot one. No ladybirds exist with 3,
4,5, 6,8, or 9 spots so make sure they do it
scientifically correct. This is not a cartoon but a
proper drawing of a ladybird to the best of their

Manual Dexterity:

This worksheet has a drawing of a robin, eggs
and a nest. Pupils are asked to colour in the
robin (brown back with red breast), the eggs
(white with brown spots) and the nest made ability.
from twigs and moss. They then cut out the

robin and the eggs, cut a slit at the top of the

nest and insert the robin so that it is sitting on

the nest. The eggs can be stuck underneath.

Robin 2

Make-and-do worksheet

Manual Dexterity, colouring and writing:

This worksheet, when folded in four, forms a
Christmas card. Pupils colour it in and write on
the four sections, as indicated. They can colour-
in the border on each page, too.
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Cé mheéad néinin?
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Cé mhéad noinin?

Teigh amach agus faigh dha néinin agus greamaigh den leathanach iad.

Lion isteach an focal ‘néinin’.



Caisearbhan

Cé mhéad ¢? Cé mhéad a?

Dathaigh dha chaisearbhan.
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Faigh duilleog de chuid caisearbhain agus greamaigh den leathanach i.

Cé mhéad caisearbhan?
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Dathaigh an duilleog 6n gcrann cné capaill.
Dathaigh an cné capaill.

Tarraing duilleog, dathaigh i agus gearr amach i.



Junior Infants Worksheets

Aimsigh an duilleog on gcrann cné capaill.

Aimsigh duilleog agus greamaigh anseo i.

Déan cuimiltean le coirt 6n gcrann cno capaill.
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Cé mhéad grainneog?

-




Junior Infants Worksheets

Criochnaigh an léaraid seo den ghrainneog.

Scriobh an focal ‘grainneog’.
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Gearr amach an spideog agus an ubh agus greamaigh isteach
sa nead iad. Dathaigh an pictior.




Junior Infants Worksheets

Déan carta Nollag. Scriobh ‘Nollaig Shona’os cionn na spideoige.
Ceangail na poncanna chun an fear sneachta a chriochnd.
Dathaigh an carta agus fill é.
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Déan gach béin Dé a mheaitseadil le ceann eile.
Cuir ciorcal timpeall ar cheann ar bith a bhfuil 7 spota virthi.

Ceangail na poncanna chun an léaraid seo den bhoin Dé a chriochnd.
Ansin gearr amach na spotai agus ceangail de dhroim na béin Dé iad.

Scriobh ‘boin Dé’.
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Cé mhéad boin Dé?

Dathaigh aon bhoin Dé a bhfuil dha spota virthi.
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The Wild Things at School series has been developed to help engage
primary school children and teachers with nature. The original
publication, Wild Things at School, a book for primary school teachers
has been positively received by teachers all over Ireland and has
proved to be a valuable teaching resource. This new publication of
Wild Things Worksheets is designed to accompany the teacher’s book
providing material for use in the classroom. Exercises are divided

into class groups, from the simplest counting for junior infants to

stimulating debates and field studies for the older children.

The exercises have been created and developed by wildlife expert
Eanna Ni Lamhna, who has many years experience visiting schools all
over Ireland. Christine Warner’s beautiful illustrations were specially
commissioned to enhance the learning experience on every page.
Photographs of all the wild things are included on a DVD along with
the worksheets and original teacher’s book. The worksheets are

available in Irish and are also on the DVD.

This publication is funded by the Heritage Council Heritage Plan fund,
Monaghan County Council Heritage Office and Meath County Council
Heritage Office.

The publication design is by Connie Scanlon and James Fraher
at Bogfire. Proof reading was undertaken by Graham Smith of
Wordsmith. Irish translation of the worksheets is by Maire Mhic .
Thaidhg. Proinsias O Donnghaile proofread the Irish version.

Photographs are mainly from Eric Dempsey and Shirley Clerkin. . a '

| hope that the production of these worksheets will assist teachers ¢ .
to deliver the Wild Things programme. Enormous thanks goes to

those who have been involved with this project, particularly Eanna .

and Christine whose creative partnership has resulted in a fantastic

teaching resource. It has been a labour of love for us all; a love for

nature that we genuinely wish to pass on to its future custodians.
We wish you luck with the Wild Things programme.

Shirley Clerkin
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heritage@monaghancoco.ie
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